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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON . l?d Ky 7

June 21, 1940

MEMORANDUM FQAR:

The Honorable Chrigtian A. Herter
The Secretary of State

At the recent Jackson Committee hearing in
which the U-2 was discussed, the record is
left somewhat unclear op the functioa of the
National Security Council,

It seemed to us that a letter from you to the
Committee could clarify the matter -- sc we
offer the attached draft for your consideration,

Hdward 4. McCabe
Administrative Assistant
tc the President

Information copies to:

Secretary Gates s
Allen ¥, Dulles
Gordon Gray

NSC and DOS review(s) completed.
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Dear Mr, Chairman:

In your subcommittes's June tenth hearing, several referencer
were made to U.2 flights, 214 ] believe that as it mow stands your
record on that peint might be somewhat misleading, ‘Uhiie | spore
clate your intention net te publizh testimoay relating to the -2, ;
nevertheless want to clarify my testimony 30 that, to the axtant
your hearing touched the U.2 matter, your own record mey be iully
accurate,

Conaforming to statute, the Central Intelligence Agency puruies
various broad intelligence undertakings at the bohest of the Nauk.aal
8ecurity Council, However, it should be emphasized that, 21%o..gh

the overflight Program (alomg with many ether intelligent e operas jons:

was cenducted {n accordance with the §eneril pelicy directives ¢ the
National Security Council, the U-2 matter was not specifically de it
with in the NSC machinery, While the individual members of the NS«
wors, of course, aware of the program, the flights themsaives wore
never the subject of x Council mesting,

In your Juse teath hearing, references were made to & Natiaw:al
Security Council meeting of May fifth, Since I was out of Ne Unii~d
States on that date I, of tourse, did ot participate in this meetin;.,
and it is with respect to May fifth activities that my testimaay migat

cause your hearing record to be unclear, I Rave now determined that
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Secretary Gates 2150 testified before your subcommittee concerain .
the May [ifth decision -- 2 decision not taken in the NSC process -
and 3 decision in which he parsenally participated. Secretzry Gates'
testimony on the poist {n question ia precieely accurats,

I appreciate this oppertanity to clarify your record, particulerly
in view of your subcommiiies's great interest in the mackinery of
the Nattonal Sscurity Council. Ca this, parhaps | should 1dd the
fuf&cr genaral thought that the President must be free to dogide
whether any matter shall be the subject of a Council meeting, since
the NSC function is clearly an advigory ome. In my Judgmoent, any
President must be free tc deaide in what maaaer, and to what exten ,
he makes use of any advisory body., But as far as the overflight
program is concerned, there is no doubt in my mind that the people
who nesded to know about it did know about it, asd that it was
properly and sffectively ceordinated all along the line,

sincerely,

Secretary of State
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